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EDUCATION 
 

1. What would it take for you to give up the “Pathways” model?  
Student-interest based approaches to learning are currently being used across the 
country in public, magnet, charter, and non-public schools with a great deal of 
success for students with demographics very similar to CH-UH students. 
Pathways simply provides multiple choices within the same building or district at 
all levels simultaneously. 

 
2. In Design A, why not make each building a “Pathway” instead of mixing? 

The number of students in each building under Design A makes it suitable to offer 
the same opportunities that are available at the high school level, all three 
Pathways. 
 

3. Are we assuming universal free PK for any CH-UH students?  
No 

 
4. What student-teacher ratio do you anticipate? Teaching assistants? Class size? 

Student to teacher ratio will be the same. Teacher aides would also be expected to 
be about the same. 
 

5. What if one Pathway is vastly more popular than others? How do you balance? 
The Pathways are based upon the three classic approaches to learning: the arts, 
the sciences, and the humanities. Experience indicates that student interests in 
these three areas are fairly well balanced. 
 

6. Are we building a facilities plan around an educational gimmick / education fad? 
No. We are developing a plan that is consistent with current research and best 
practices. Our own experience this year in the elementary grades speaks to how 
well the learning community model utilized in the flexible, performance grouping 
works with our students. 
 

7. Where else has this been implemented – name 3 other districts that mirror ours 
demographically where this has been successfully implemented?  
Student-interest based programs and learning communities are being utilized 
successfully in public, magnet, charter, and non-public schools across the country 
in districts ranging from large, urban (Los Angeles, Chicago, New York) to 
suburban and rural. We currently send teachers to several of them to learn, to 
train, and to understand best practices. According to the demographic data of 
students, CH-UH is classified by the Ohio Department of Education as an urban, 
high-poverty school district, but it’s aggregate property valuation rates it as one of 
the 100 wealthiest districts in the state. Because of these two, very disparate 
characteristics, no district in Ohio mirrors CH-UH accurately.
 

8. What happens when the state of Ohio changes curriculum or licensure requirements? Or 
when administrators change?  
The adoption of the new, common core curriculum in all content areas which was 
developed in collaboration with 37 other states is a first for Ohio and the US. While 
the curriculum will continue to be reviewed and modified on a cyclical basis, it 
would be expected to be in place for a long time. The same may be said for teacher 
licensure in Ohio. Changes are not made often and are in place for substantial 
periods of time. 

 
9. What happens with students who need to be in a more structured setting? 

The learning community organization is very structured, but is not the same format 
as the self-contained classroom.  If exceptional students need additional supports 
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to be successful, such supports would be provided just as those supports are put 
in place in the current classroom. 

 
10. How many teachers and staff will be lost under either idea?  

Teaching staff and student support staff are anticipated to remain about the same 
since the same number of students are being served. Other support staff and 
administrators would depend upon the number of buildings and campuses. 
 

11. What exactly is Pathways? Need more information. 
Pathways are a student-interest based approach to learning the common core 
curriculum. It enables the student to be engaged in learning from a perspective 
that captures their attention based on what motivates them at a personal level. It’s 
learning that takes into account who they are and what is important to them. It 
allows them to make a meaningful choice about the environment where learning 
occurs. 

 
12. What will you do when one school / campus emerges as more desirable than the others? 

Based upon intra-district transfer requests, that describes the current situation in 
the district. The intent of the plan is to create highly successful learning 
environments at all of the schools/campuses that provide equivalent attractions for 
all students. 
 

13. What Pathway does a student choose to do studies of music instruments, engineering, or 
economics?   
The same, rigorous common core curriculum is embedded in each Pathway to 
prepare students for college or career readiness. The particular Pathway they 
select will enable students to engage in this curriculum in a manner that meets 
their individual interest or areas of strength.  
 

14. Why do children in PreK-3 have to choose a pathway?  Shouldn’t this happen later? 
Children have some highly developed, personal interests that motivate them, even 
at an early age. Since the same, common core curriculum is imbedded in each 
Pathway and a student can change Pathways as he/she progresses, the important 
choice is to begin in a Pathway that does capture the child’s interest and 
imagination. 
 

 
LOGISTICS 

1. How is it that transportation cost is not going to greatly increase if there will be 400-500 
more riders?  
There is adequate space on existing buses to accommodate the increase coupled 
with a tiered transportation schedule. 
 
 

2. How would a student interested in the discovery Pathway go to Coventry if he/she lived 
too far away for reasonable transportation? 
The district currently buses non-public students far greater distances than any in 
district distances. A plan could be worked out.
 
 

3. What is the plan during the many transitions?  
A final idea must be determined before a detailed transitional plan can be 
formulated. 
 

4. Where will students go while these goals are in effect?  
Students will be relocated as needed to accommodate the construction projects; 
however, to the extent possible, it will always be our intention to minimize the 
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amount of disruptions to students. Alternative locations for students during 
construction is frequently referred to as “swing space.” 

 
5. What happens to all the community groups that have moved into Coventry if Idea B is 

used? 
Each will have opportunities to relocate to other district properties, if those 
properties meet their needs. 
 
 

6. Will K-8 be on same bus?  
The thought is to create a tiered busing program with primary starting at one time 
and intermediate at a different time. Parent feedback would inform the proper 
sequence. 
 

7. Is there a map of the distribution of student population that would help all of us to 
understand how the proposed locations would affect student transportation to school, 
congestion at drop off/pick up, walkability, etc.? 
Yes, attached. There also is a student density map available in the transportation 
office. 

 
 
FUNDING 
 

1. Will the funding only come from the bond issue or will some of it come from matching 
federal and state money? 
The School District will attempt to obtain State of Ohio school construction 
matching funds. However, there is no guarantee that the State will provide such 
funds, and even if they do, the total amount of funds they might provide will most 
likely be less than 15% of the total project cost. There are no Federal funds 
available to local school districts to assist them with building or renovation 
facilities. 
 
 

2. What is the estimated cost per year to an average homeowner for these projected plans? 
Such estimates are not yet available.
 

3. What level of detail will be included in the bond issue? 
The Bond issue will be based upon the detailed Facilities Master Plan currently 
being developed. 
 

 
4. When would board vote on plan and cost – is it for November 6, 2012?  

The Board of Education will have to vote sometime prior to September to place a 
bond issue on the ballot for November 6, 2012.  
 

 
5. Have the bonds that were required for the previous 70’s era buildings been put to rest? 

Yes. 
 

 
6. Can this project move forward without gaining full funding through a vote?  Can you 

commit the state funding up front reimbursement? 
The implementation of projects identified as a part of the Facilities Master Plan 
cannot be started without first obtaining at least some voted bond issue funds. 

 
  


